HISTORY CURRICULUM 2022-2023

	Dinosaur Discoveries

	History National Curriculum Objectives:
· The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. 
· Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.
	Prior Learning:
Vocabulary encountered in our Nursery: Baby, toddler, child
Born, 1/2/3/4 years old, Older, younger, Family – Mum, Dad, Grandma etc, Grandad, brothers, sisters, Today, When, then, First, (as statements)
Vocabulary encountered in Reception: Past, before, years ago, Yesterday, today, tomorrow, When, then, what, how, why (as questions), Same, different, changed, Famous, Fact, fiction, real, story, Character names and occupations
During Year 1: Children had the opportunity to explore how travel and transport has changed over time.  They were introduced to timelines and how to place significant transport developments in order on a time line.  They were encouraged to use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time during class discussions.  They compared old and modern cars, identifying similarities and differences
This year, children have been encouraged to talk about things that have happened in the past e.g. The Great Fire of London and use language associated with this.  They understand some ways in which we find out about the past and how a range of different sources can help build up evidence of what the past may have been like. Children are always encouraged to be curious and ask questions, including during History teaching.  Most children will have at least some knowledge in relation to dinosaurs as it is a popular choice of play through small world and books.   

	Key Factual Learning:
· Dinosaurs lived millions of years ago.
· A fossil is the remains of an animal that once lived on earth.
· We learn about dinosaurs through studying fossils.
· A palaeontologist is a scientist who studies the fossilized remains of all kinds of organisms (plants, animals, fungi, bacteria and other single-celled living things), and is interested in knowing the history of living things on earth.
· Mary Anning was a great fossil finder and her discoveries influenced palaeontology. Her discovery of fossilized faeces allowed us to find out what ancient animals ate.  She discovered and drew the first ever complete specimen of a plesiosaur.
· The land gradually split from one huge continent into smaller ones.
· Triassic Period - All continents during the Triassic Period were part of one large land mass. The climate was relatively hot and dry, and much of the land was covered with large deserts. Unlike today, there were no polar ice caps.
· 66 million years ago, over a relatively short time, dinosaurs disappeared completely.
· Bones from a Hippo were discovered locally in Derby and show that Hippos used to live in the River Derwent a long time ago.
	Historical Skills
Historical Knowledge (constructing and sequencing the past)
· Have an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time.
· Use a wide vocabulary of historical terms.
· Know about key events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally. 
History Concepts (change and development, cause and effect, significance)
· Explore and recognise why events happened and what happened as a result.
· Identify and explain valid causes and effects for some of the main events covered.
· Identify why certain people were significant and explore the impact they had.
Historical Enquiry (planning and carrying out a historical enquiry, using source evidence)
· Understand some of the ways in which they find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.
· Ask and answer questions using historical sources to show understanding of key events.

	Key People:
Mary Anning- Palaeontologist who studied the history of life on earth based on her discoveries of fossils, particularly fossilised faeces. She was born on 21st May 1799 in Lyme Regis, Dorset. As a child, Mary’s father took her and her brother to the beach every day. They spent hours looking for fossils. He taught her how to get the fossils out of the rock by carefully chipping the rock away from the fossil using a hammer and chisel. Mary’s family were poor and she sold the fossils she found for a penny each. Mary met a fossil expert called Elizabeth Philpot. She became even more interested in fossil hunting. Mary sketched and studied the fossils. She went on to make many amazing discoveries, which included the first complete fossils of:
 • an ichthyosaur • a plesiosaur • a pterosaur
People travelled from all over the country to see Mary’s discoveries. She opened a small shop and sold fossils, stones and shells. She died in 1847 but is remembered as one of the greatest fossil hunters ever.
	Key Vocabulary:  
Dinosaur- rooted in Greek and meaning ‘terrifying lizard’
Herbivore- an animal that only eats plant-based food
Carnivore- an animal that only eats meat-based food
Omnivore- an animal that eats meat and plant-based food 
Classify- arrange in to categories according to shard qualities or characteristics
Evolve- to develop gradually, or to cause something or someone to develop gradually
Fossils- the remains of plants, animals, fungi, bacteria and single-celled living things that have been replaced by rock material or impressions of organisms preserved in rock
Bones- pieces of hard whitish tissue making up the skeleton of humans and animals
Extinct- a species, family or other group of animals or plants that now has no living members- it is no longer in existence
Prehistoric- a time before written records began
Palaeontologist- someone who studies fossils as a way of getting information about the history of life on Earth
Features- something that is distinctive or unique 
Characteristics- a feature or quality belonging typically to a person, place or thing and serving to identify them. 
Jurassic period- from or referring to the period of time between around 208 and 146 million years ago, in which the first birds appeared and the single piece of land broke up into separate continents
Triassic Period-from or referring to the period of time between around 245 and 208 million years ago, in which dinosaurs first appeared
Cretaceous period- from or referring to the period of time between around 144 and 65 million years ago, in which plants with flowers first appeared

	Key Places: 
Lyme Regis- Dorset- where Mary Anning was born and lived.
Where have the most Dinosaur fossils been found? Dinosaur fossils have been found on every continent of Earth, including Antarctica but most of the dinosaur fossils and the greatest variety of species have been found high in the deserts of North America, China and Argentina. Western North America is where most of the popular dinosaurs, such as Stegosaurus and Brontosaurus were first found, according to the National Geographic Society.
A huge number of fossils have also been unearthed in China, especially in recent decades- particularly Cretaceous fossils, including detailed fossils of feathered dinosaurs, like the Sinosauropteryx, that have led to people looking at the relationship between dinosaurs and birds. Argentina and the surrounding deserts have a very rich fossil bank, almost comparable to North America mainly because the “desert” type environment shields fossils preventing them from being covered by plant matter. 
More dinosaur fossils have been found across the UK than in 190-odd other countries. Most of the UK’s dinosaur fossils have been discovered in southern England – coastal sites such as the Isle of Wight and the Jurassic Coast of Dorset; the clay quarries of Surrey (Baryonyx); and the limestone and clay quarries of Oxfordshire and the Cotswolds. The first dinosaur bone ever to be described in scientific literature, possibly from Megalosaurus, was recovered from a limestone quarry in Oxfordshire in 1676, while 200 years later the remains of Camptosaurus were found in a brick and tile works near Oxford.


	Key Knowledge that children should know and remember by the end of the topic:
How do we know so much about dinosaurs? Dinosaurs were extinct before humans even walked the Earth, we know about them because of the discovery of fossils. Information can be gathered from sources such as old bones, footprints, stomach stones, eggs and even faeces. These are all considered fossils.
Who was Mary Anning and what did she discover? Mary was a Palaeontologist who lived from 1799 to 1847- she discovered the first complete skeletons of • an ichthyosaur • a plesiosaur • a pterosaur.
What does the word ‘Dinosaur’ mean? The word literally means ‘terrifying lizard’.
Can you classify dinosaurs using the terms herbivore, omnivore and carnivore? Children will need to be able to talk about what the terms mean and how they have found out about each category.
How did the land mass change between the Triassic and Jurassic periods? The land was all one piece until the Jurassic period when it began to break up in to continents. These continents continued to change for millions of years.

	Cross-curricular links: 
English: Non-fiction writing: We will be researching Dinosaurs and writing our own fact files (Linking with prior knowledge of information writing of Polar Animals in Winter Wonderland topic. Key Text in English: How to Grow a Dinosaur
Science: Identifying herbivores, carnivores and omnivores, sorting dinosaurs by similarities and differences.
Geography: use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and where some dinosaurs came from.  Revisit continents and learn which continents have discovered dinosaur fossils.  Also look into how the Earth has changed since prehistoric times with the movement of land.


Useful Website for additional resources:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd8fv9q/articles/zf6vb82


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zdp4382/articles/znc3y9q


http://dinosaurs.lgfl.org.uk/resource.html#paging:number=all|eyfs-filter:path=default|aw-filter:path=default|paging:currentPage=0

https://naturalhistory.si.edu/education/teaching-resources/paleontology/how-do-we-know-what-dinosaurs-and-other-extinct-animals


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv/articles/zhtqkty how dinosaur fossils were made

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/curations/dinosaur-facts facts about different dinosaurs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dktnOPfE7Dc Dinosaur History, Fossils, Dinosaur Extinction and more

