	Year 2: Fire! Fire!

	History National Curriculum Objectives:
· events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 
 
· the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods 
	Vocabulary encountered in Nursery: Baby, toddler, child
Born, 1/2/3/4 years old, Older, younger, Family – Mum, Dad, Grandma etc, Grandad, brothers, sisters, Today, When, then, First, (as statements)
Vocabulary encountered in Reception: Past, before, years ago, Yesterday, today, tomorrow, When, then, what, how, why (as questions), Same, different, changed, Famous, Fact, fiction, real, story, Character names and occupations
During Year 1: Children had the opportunity to explore how travel and transport has changed over time.  They were introduced to timelines and how to place significant transport developments in order on a time line.  They were encouraged to use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time during class discussions.  They compared old and modern cars, identifying similarities and differences. 



	Key Factual Learning:
· The similarities and differences between past and present London.
· London is the capital city of England.
· London was a busy city in 1666. It was very crowded.
· The fire began on Sunday evening on the 2nd of September 1666. It started in Pudding Lane in the shop of the king’s baker, Thomas Farrinor. 
· There were no fire engines or firemen to stop a fire from spreading.
· Sequence the main events of the fire correctly.
· This event happened 358 years ago.
· Samuel Pepys wrote about what he saw and the Great Fire of London in his diary. He was an ‘eye-witness’. 
· The key features of houses and streets in the seventeenth century. (The streets were narrow and dusty. The houses were made of wood and built very close together. Inside their homes, people used candles for light and cooked on open fires)
· On Tuesday 4th September 1666, King Charles II ordered that houses and shops be pulled down to stop the fire from spreading.
· Christopher Wren designed and rebuilt large sections of London
· The main sources of information about the fire are Samuel Pepys’s Diary, Paintings, Transcripts of records or letters and maps.
	Historical Skills
Historical Knowledge (constructing and sequencing the past)
· Have an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time.
· Use a wide vocabulary of historical terms.
· Know about key events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally. 
History Concepts (change and development, cause and effect, significance)
· Explore and recognise why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result.
· Identify and describe similarities and differences between the way of lives in different periods.
· Identify and explain valid causes and effects for some of the main events covered.
· Identify why certain people were significant and explore the impact they had.
Historical Enquiry (planning and carrying out a historical enquiry, using source evidence)
· Understand some of the ways in which they find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.




	Key People: 
Thomas Farriner- The King’s baker who baked in Pudding Lane- An ember from one of Thomas’ bakery ovens ignited some nearby firewood. The fire quickly spread around the room and to nearby buildings.
Christopher Wren- Architect responsible for rebuilding large parts of London after the Great Fire. This included rebuilding St Paul’s Cathedral.
Samuel Pepys- An administrator with the Royal Navy and an MP- He wrote a diary. One of the ways we know about the fire is because people wrote about it in their own personal diary.
King Charles II- The King of England in 1666. After the fire, he made a decree that houses must be built further apart and built from stone not timber.
	Key Vocabulary:  
Past and Present- what happened a long time ago and what happens now.
Similarities and Differences- things that are the same as in the past and things that are not the same.
Source- the place or thing that something comes from.
Evidence- information that tells you something is true.
Eye-witness- A person who has seen something and can give a description of it.
Diary- A personal record of life’s events.
Baker- Someone who bakes.
Bakery- A place where bread or cakes are made and sold.
Escape- breaking away from something. 
Frightened- A feeling of fear.
Smoke- Visible carbon above something that is burning.
Fire- a substance (e.g. wood) combines with oxygen from the air to burn with light, heat and smoke. 
Flames- glowing columns of ignited gas made y something which is on fire.
Embers- Small pieces of glowing coal or wood in a dying fire
Burning- something that is on fire.
Squirts- device for squirting water.
Fire Hooks- Giant hooks used to pull down houses.
Fire-Break- When buildings are destroyed to make a gap so the fire can’t spread.
Leather Buckets- a container to hold and carry liquid.
Wooden Buildings- Houses etc made from wood.
Water- colourless liquid that we need to live.


	Key Places: 
London- The capital city of England and the United Kingdom.
Pudding Lane- Where the bakery was and the fire started.
River Thames- A large river that runs through the centre of London- Many people got a boat on the River Thames to escape the fire.
St Paul’s Cathedral- A Christian building razed to the ground in the fire and rebuilt using designs by Sir Christopher Wren.
The Monument- built between 1671 and 1677 to commemorate the Great Fire of London and to celebrate the rebuilding of the city.


	Timeline: 

[image: ]


	Key Knowledge that children should know and remember by the end of the topic:

When, where and why did the fire start? The fire of London started in a bakery in Pudding Lane on 2nd September 1666. It started due to an ember escaping from a baker’s oven.
Why did the fire spread? It hadn’t rained for months so the city was very dry. In 1666, lots of people had houses made from wood which burns easily. Houses were built too close together and there was no organised fire brigade. 
How did they fight the fire? They used leather buckets and squirts filled with water, axes, fire-hooks and gunpowder to make fire-breaks. 
How did the fire stop? The fire burned for 4 days. As the wind died down and changed direction, the fire became under control and was finally put out. 
How many people died? 6 people died as a result of the fire. Thomas Farriner’s maid was the first person to die because she was too scared to jump from the burning building. 
What happened after the fire? 13,200 houses were destroyed by the fire and 70,000 people were left homeless. Many left London to live elsewhere and some slept in tents.
Why is it important to learn about this? It is our history. The way that the fire was dealt with led to changes within our country and resulted in the Fire Service that we know today. We also learned a lot about buildings and their construction. The London we know today was built.

Year 2:
Describe the importance of a firebreak.
Did the firebreaks have the effect that people thought they would?


	Cross-curricular links: 
Geography – maps and keys, Science – Materials/properties of materials (houses), Art – Model Tudor Houses, 
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